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in the rest they act many times on a mutual understanding which is
detrimental to the res publica, and they report falsely to Your
Majesty (p. 3) with untrue accounts, declaring what they ask to be
for the general good whereas other things would be preferable

. . . the imperfections of this indiscreet communication and those
of its author I resign to Your Royal Majesty's great clemency,
whom God preserve in things spiritual and temporal with increase
of greater provinces, as He is able and Your Majesty deserves and I,
Your Majesty's least vassal, desire.

Cartagena de Indias, August 8,1586.

Sacred August Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's least vassal, who prays for Your Majesty's
augmented health.

Francisco de Avila (Rubric).

Document No. 51*
[Alonso Sancho Saez and Miguel de Valdes, depositions
made at San Agustin, August 12, 1586]
(p. i) ... In the city of San Agustin, provinces of Florida, on the
twelfth day of the month of August in the year one thousand five
hundred and eighty-six, before me, the undersigned notary public.2
(P-3)
. . . Alonso Sanchez3 de Mercado, accountant of these provinces,
being duly sworn . . . stated that... on the sixth of last June in the
current year, about two or three in the afternoon, sails were sighted
which were steering straight towards the bar of this fort. When they
had come nearer, eighteen large ships were counted and five smaller
ones, a number of pinnaces, frigates and barges, which all stood off
along the bar.
The next day, which was Saturday, before daybreak, being with
General Pedro Men^ndez Marqudz and other soldiers he had selected
for the purpose, in the fort of San Juan, newly constructed to repel
the enemy, deponent saw that the enemy sent to land large pinnaces
to attack the fort. They advanced as day broke, sounding the bar.
1 A. de /., 54-5-24, Santo Domingo 229, 15-1. Qpliegos, legalized copy, enclosed
in Rodrigo de Junco's to the Crown, San Agustin, December 15, 1586.
a Pedro Xuarez de la Pola.          3 Possibly a copyist's error for Saez.